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Montana  Statewide  Land  Use  Conference 

November  21,  22,  23  (Thurs-Sat) 
Heritage  Inn  -  Great  Falls 


EQC  News  readers  are  urged  to  attend  this  particularly  vital  public 
discussion  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  the  Governor,  the  Environmental 
Quality  Council  and  many  state  agencies  and  citizen  associations 
statewide.  Opinion  developed  during  the  conference  will  greatly 
influence  the  outcome  of  any  proposed  land  use  legislation.  Attendance 
is  free  and  the  program  exciting.  Highlights: 

Governor  Thomas  Judge 
Speakers:  Governor  Thomas  Salmon,  Vermont 

Congressman  Steven  D.  Symms,  Idaho 

Carrying  Capacity  of  the  Land 
Attitudes  of  Montanans  on  Land  Use 
Panels:    The  EQC  Montana  Land  Use  Policy  Study 
Tradeoffs  and  Land  Use 
Alternatives  and  Montana's  Future 

Contact  Montana  Land  Use  Conference,  Box  2127,  Great  Falls,  if  you  would 
like  to  preregister. 
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LAND  USE  POLICY  STUDY  TO  BE  UNVEILED  IN  GREAT  FALLS 

Two  years'  investigation  of  land  use  policies,  programs  and  recommendations 
for  action  by  the  1975  legislature  enter  the  legislative  phase  next  week  with 
the  release  of  the  EQC's  Montana  Land  Use  Policy  Study  at  an  historic  Statewide 
Land  Use  Conference  in  Great  Falls  November  21-23. 

Discussion  of  the  study  will  be  a  highlight  of  the  three-day  conference  and 
will  advance  specific  proposals  for  action  on  state  land  use  policy  to  a  public 
forum  for  the  first  time  in  Montana. 

The  need  for  land  use  legislation  to  deal  with  the  problems  of  burgeoning 
land  subdivision  and  intensifying  industrial  activity  is  becoming  a  well-known 
public  issue.  More  than  1,400  Montanans  attended  a  series  of  regional  land  use 
conferences--held  from  Kalispell  to  Miles  City  during  October— and  developed  an 
array  of  issues  that  will  be  summarized  and  discussed  by  a  host  of  agricultural, 
commercial,  industrial,  governmental  and  academic  leaders  meeting  at  Great  Falls' 
Heritage  Inn. 

Governor  Thomas  L.  Judge  and  Governor  Thomas  P.  Salmon  of  Vermont  will  be 
among  nationally  known  political  figures  who  will  address  the  conference,  which 
is  sponsored  by  the  Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities  under  National  Endow- 
ment for  the  Humanities  funds  earmarked  by  Congress  for  public  discussions  of 
important  issues. 

Also  to  be  discussed  will  be  Indian  land  use  policy  gleaned  from  Montana 
Indian  leaders  and  constitutional  safeguards  and  economic  concerns  connected 
with  proposals  for  national  and  state  land  use  legislation. 

John  W.  Reuss,  EQC  Executive  Director,  announced  that  the  Montana  Land  Use 
Policy  Study  will  be  distributed  to  the  newly  elected  44th  Legislative  AssemFTy" 
and  members  of  the  press.  But  a  detailed  summary  will  be  available  to  confer- 
ence participants  and  the  public  during  the  Great  Falls  meeting.  EQC  News 
readers  will  receive  the  summary  as  a  special  mailing. 

The  Montana  Land  Use  Policy  Study  is  expected  to  receive  national  recogni- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  studies  of  its  kind  produced  to  date. 
Issued  in  response  to  House  Joint  Resolution  9  of  the  1974  legislature,  a  pre- 
liminary draft  of  the  land  use  study  already  has  influenced  outlines  of  a  land 
use  bill  that  will  be  introduced  for  consideration  in  the  first  of  Montana's 
biennial  legislative  sessions  under  a  recent  constitutional  amendment. 

After  examining  land  use  trends  and  the  costs  of  growth  in  Montana,  and  the 
implicit  land  use  policy  disbursed  through  many  of  the  state's  existing  laws  and 
regulations,  the  study  proposes  a  policy  and  a  program  for  land  use  decision 
making  that  preserves  Montana's  historic  traditions  in  local  government  and  pro- 
tects landowner  concerns  and  rights.  The  study,  approved  by  the  full  Environ- 
mental Quality  Council  earlier  this  fall,  strongly  recommends  the  legislature 
pass  a  land  use  program  that  would  regulate  areas  of  state  concern  and  develop- 
ments of  greater  than  local  impact;  create  a  citizen  commission  to  arbitrate 
conflicts;  and  assign  a  special  commission  to  collect  citizen  ideas  and  make  the 
formulation  of  land  use  policy  a  continuing,  open,  citizen  process. 
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NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENTS  OCTOBER  1 -OCTOBER  31,  1974 

Originating 
Date  Received        STATE  —  Subject  Agency 

10-  1-74      Proposed  Repairs  to  Tongue  River  Dam..       DNR&C 
Dam  and  storage  reservoir  about  10  mi. 
N.of  the  Montana-Wyoming  state  line 
near  Decker  in  Big  Horn  County.  Repair 
of  eroded  concrete  and  replacement  of 
missing  steel  plate. 

10-  4-74      Weber  and  Sons  Animal  Confinement         DHES 
Facility.  Request  for  waste  discharge 
permit.  Located  S.of  Billings.  Capacity 
for  approx.  650  feeder  cattle. 

10-  4-74      Martinsdule  to  U.S.  12  Secondary  Rte.  294    DH 
Meagher  County.  2.1  mi.  along  Sec.  Rte. 
294  to  junction  with  U.S.  12.  Reconstruc- 
tion of  existing  highway  with  slight 
changes  in  the  horizontal  and  vertical 
alignment. 

10-  7-74      Cougar  Park  First  Filing.  Located  in      DHES 
SW  %  Section  18,  Township  2S.,  Range 
5E,  MPM.  7.401  acres  divided  into  3 
lots  and  1.730  acres  of  roads. 

10-  8-74      New  Rockport  Colony  Animal  Confinement      DHES 
Facility.  Request  for  waste  discharge 
permit.  Located  approx.  12  mi.  N.E.  of 
Choteau.  Capacity  for  approx.  1,500  swine. 

10-  8-74      Razor  Creek  Farms.  Request  for  waste      DHES 
discharge  permit.  Capacity  for  approx. 
600  head  of  cattle.  Located  N.E.  of 
Shepherd. 

10-11-74      Traffic  Control  Project.  Install  reg-     DH 
ulatory  and  warning  signs  in  conformance 
with  the  Manual  on  Unifomi  Traffic  Control 
Devices. 

10-16-74      Hilltop  Development.  Proposed  subdivision   DHES 
in  Lake  County.  Request  for  water  supply    Klspl. 
and  sewage  disposal  approval.  Located 
3.5  mi.  S.E.  of  Poison,  22  lots  on  40.5 
acres.  Lot  sizes  range  from  1.0  acre 
min.  to  3.6  acres  max. 
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New  environmental  impact  statements  (continued). 
Date  Received        STATE  — -  Subject 


Originating 
■Agency 


10-16-74  Huntington  Swine  Operation.  Request 
for  waste  discharge  permit.  Located 
approx.  7  mi.  S.E.  of  Billings.  Ca- 
pacity for  approx.  2,000  swine. 

10-16-74      Brown  Swine  Confinement  Facility. 
Request  for  waste  discharge  permit. 
Located  20  mi.  N.E.  of  Poplar. 
Capacity  for  approx.  600  swine. 

10-22-74      Rainbow  Point  Phase  I.  Proposed 
subdivision  in  Madison  County. 
42.90  acres  with  32.80  acres  divided 
into  21  lots,  6.80  acres  in  open 
space,  and  3.30  acres  in  roads. 

10-22-74      Addendum  to  draft  EIS,  Colstrip- 
Broadview  230KV  Transmission  Line. 
110  mi.  from  Col  strip  electrical 
generating  units  1  &  2  at  Col  strip 
to  Broadview.  Line  is  proposed  by 
Montana  Power  Co.  &  Puget  Sound 
Power  &  Light  Co. 

10-22-74      Alzada-Ekalaka  Second  Sec.  Rte. 
323  in  Carter  County.  Project 
begins  approx.  27  mi.  from  Alzada, 
extends  18+  mi.  toward  Ekalaka. 
Improvement  of  existing  highway. 

10-24-74      Hunters  Inn.  Proposed  bar  and  cafe 
in  the  Gallatin  Canyon,  adjacent  to 
proposed  Beaver  Creek  South  Subdivision. 
Application  for  food  service  license. 

10-28-74      Whispering  Pines  Koocanusa  Subdivisions 
No.  5  &  No.  6.  Proposed  subdivisions 
located  6.0  mi.  W/SW  of  Fortine  in 
Lincoln  County.  No.  5  includes  23  lots 
on  160  acres  and  No.  6  shows  28  lots  on 
140  acres,  all  parcels  to  be  a  minimum 
of  5.0  acres  in  size. 
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New  environmental  impact  statements  (continued). 
Date  Received        STATE  —  Sub.ject 


Originating 
Agency 


10-28-74      Slippery  Bill  Mountain  Unit  #1 

Subdivision.  Proposed  subdivision 
located  11  mi.  S.E.  of  Essex.  5  lots 
on  a  9.25  acre  parcel,  lot  sizes 
vary  1.40A  to  2.43A.  Approval  of 
water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and 
solid  waste  systems. 

10-29-74  Highway  Project,  Helena-West  Lewis 
&  Clark  County.  Reconstruction  of 
6.0  mi.  of  U.S.  Highway  12  located 
W.  of  Helena.  Includes  190  acres, 
including  75  acres  of  existing 
highway  right-of-way. 
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D  -  draft  statement 
EW  -  emergency  waiver 
F  -  final  statement 
N  -  negative  declaration 


DHES  -  Dept.  of  Health  &  Environmental 

Sciences 
DH  -  Department  of  Highways 
DNR&C  -  Department  of  Natural  Resources 

&  Conservation 
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